
  

Dear Friends,  

 This morning I found myself writing funerals for two of 

our beloved members. People often tell me they think funerals 

must be the saddest part of ministry. They’re wrong. Certainly, 

there is much sadness with the loss of loved ones, but it is a 

great honor to share in celebrating a life well lived. One of the 

profound privileges of being a pastor is getting to share in 

remembering with families in preparation for a service. I get to 

hear stories about the rich depths of a person few others get to 

hear: about early moments in life that shaped her into the woman she became, 

struggles across the years that help to make sense of what he values, or how a person 

had hidden talents. By the end of every meeting I have with a family, I come away 

knowing that we will indeed be celebrating another saint back in God’s embrace. 

 What does it take to make a saint? It’s not about perfection, lacking a gritty 

side or having a resolute faith. If those were requirements, no one could be viewed as 

a saint.  Just take Mother Teresa (who is considered by many to be one of the most 

saintly in modern times). She was clear that she was far from perfect, was reportedly 

a chain smoker and had times of great doubt throughout her days. So what makes a 

saint? 

1. A person who helps reflect the wonder of God.   

2. A person who acts as God’s love in the hidden corners of the world.    

That’s the joy for me in funerals. Time after time in preparing for memorials, I find 

people who are both God’s reflection and love in a broken world; they are saints.    

 On November 5, we will be lifting up the saints (near and far) who have died 

over the last twelve months. We will share pictures of them in worship that Sunday.   

Please, if you have a picture you would like included in our chronology of the saints, 

please email the picture to Emily Lopick at elopick@hudsonucc.org or bring the 

picture to the office to be scanned.    

 Our remembering will be continued the next week on November 12, as we 

honor the veterans from our church. We already know some who have served in the 

military, but we know there are many others and we want to know about your 

service.   We hope you will let the church know that you (or a loved one) are a 

veteran (simply call the church at 330-650-4048). Then join us at any of our three 

services on the twelfth, as we lift you and so many others up in honor of your 

service.    

 We look forward to remembering and celebrating with you in this month of 

Thanksgiving. Many blessings upon you and yours in these coming weeks. 

As always, 
Peter 
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 November 5, 2017 - 9:00 & 10:30 am 

Tolling of the Bells 

In honor of those from the church who have died in the past year. 

Arrive early that day and in the ten minutes prior to the start of  

worship, come to the front of the Sanctuary and light a candle in 

memory of your loved one. 

mailto:elopick@hudsonucc.org
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     All Saints Day 

 I start with the invitation I have offered in the past at this time of year:  I hope 

you’ll join us in worship Sunday, November 5, when we observe All Saints Day.  

            What is this day?  For millennia, human beings have found ways to celebrate 

and remember the lives of loved ones who have died.  Yearly rituals have found their 

way into many cultures.  Just think of Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) celebrated 

in Mexico.  Or perhaps you’ve heard of Totenfest, a festival for the dead, established in 

early 19th century Germany by Prussian Emperor Fredrick William III.  All Saints Day came about in the 7th 

century when Pope Boniface IV set aside a day of remembrance for Mary the mother of Jesus and all Chris-

tian martyrs.  By the 9th century, November 1 became the official date for observance on the church calen-

dar.  Over the centuries, the commemoration of All Saints Day has widened beyond Mary and the martyrs 

to include all those people of faith who have died and gone before us.  Today many churches celebrate it 

on the first Sunday in November, as we will.   

            David Lose, one of my favorite theologians and preachers, describes the reason and meaning of All 

Saints Day in this three-fold manner:  “We gather to give thanks to God for the Saints of every time and 

place to whom we are joined in eternal fellowship; for those who have been particularly important to us 

and who, having died, now live in the nearer presence of God; and for God's mighty raising of Jesus Christ 

from the dead so that we might have hope not only in our dying but also in all of our living.” 

            So briefly, that’s All Saints Day.  Now, why might your come to worship on this particular Sunday, 

on November 5?   

            I hope you’ll come for a time to remember, to let yourself be taken back in time and yet at the same 

time look forward to a time when you yourself will be joined with the Saints.  I hope you’ll come and be 

part of this ritual that gives you time and space to pause and hold in your heart the names and memories 

of the dead who now live with God (whether it’s been just a few weeks or over 50 years).   

On November 5, you’ll be invited to light a candle for anyone who has died that you want to re-

member.  We’ll pray and sing hymns together.  We’ll celebrate Holy Communion together in great antici-

pation for that Great Communion we’ll someday celebrate with all the generations of faithful who have 

gone before us.  At the 9 and 10:30 services, we’ll read the names of members of our church family who 

have died in the last year, and the church bell will toll for each name, as well as for the many candles you 

will light.   

            This ritual—lighting candles, singing, praying, naming, ringing the bell—this ritual gives us a con-

tainer, a space, a time, to remember our Saints.  And in our remembering, we may weep.  Or we may smile 

fondly with the recollection of some sweet memory.  Our spirits may swell in awe and thanksgiving for the 

promise of eternity with God, or they may sit quietly in bewilderment of what this life and the next is real-

ly all about.  Whatever may happen in our remembering, we will do so together in community, surround-

ed by one another, our fellow journeyers on the road of faith, and surrounded by the love of God.   

            So come.  Remember our Saints, whether they were of little faith or great; whether they spent little 

time in this life or dwelled many years among us; whether you knew them intimately or admired them 

from afar.  Come.  Remember.  Give thanks to God. 

See you in church, 

Jeanette 
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 The month of November emphasizes the importance of thanks in orienting each 

of us to the many gifts and blessings we have experienced in our lives. Our republic rec-

ognizes a National Day of Thanksgiving on an annual basis. Too often the focus intend-

ed gets lost in overeating turkey, stuffing, and all the side dishes as well as numerous 

dessert pies or other goodies. Football games often take precedence either at the local 

high school rivalry, your college alma mater’s annual game, or in front of the television 

set for the pro football offerings. 

 The real genius behind this annual holiday is that it brings families together to 

renew relationships and catch up on sharing special times that have occurred in their 

lives. Each Thanksgiving Eleanor and I travel to Virginia Beach for a family gathering of 

twenty-five to thirty relatives and friends hosted by her brother and his wife. It’s a wonderful time to share 

together and renew relationships after a year apart. The atmosphere of the gathering is invigorating and an 

opportunity to recognize the many blessings which have been our experience this year. It has become an 

event we all cherish – not everyone can say that when going to the in-laws! 

 The idea behind a National Day of Thanksgiving was to draw attention to the blessings afforded to 

citizens of this country starting with the Pilgrims and early colonists and continuing through the years until 

the present, people have come to these shores for the opportunity for freedom and a fulfilling life. This coun-

try has provided an environment where such hopes can become a reality. Most of us know that we have not 

done it all by ourselves. Other people and relationships have been important and so many things occur which 

many see as luck while others perceive them as surprising blessings. 

 For Christians there is an even more rewarding expectation. In giving thanks, we become more aware 

of God’s presence in our lives and experience relationship based on love and grace. This enables us to be 

more gracious and loving in our interactions with others. Where thanks becomes a regular and daily practice, 

it results in attitudes of discovering and wonder about our lives, their meaning and value. It produces a per-

spective which helps us understand that there is so much more to life than just ourselves and brings greater 

appreciation for the new life and hope we experience in and by relationship to God in Jesus Christ. 

 So, may this Thanksgiving be a day of reflection for all of us – a time to recognize our many blessings 

and give thanks to the One who is present with us in every circumstance, who loves us always, and is the 

light that leads our daily adventure in faith. 

Blessing and continued thanks-giving, 

Dick 

POINSETTIA ORDERS 

The Deaconesses are pleased to continue the tradition of offering poinsettia plants for purchase this  

Christmas season.  The poinsettias are such a marvelous focal point in decorating the sanctuary every year.   

Did you know that the price we charge for a poinsettia includes the cost to purchase a mini  

poinsettia plant for our “Over 85 Ministry”? Each member of the Deaconess Board is assigned to  

several of our church members who have reached 85 years of age. Thank you for making this possible. 

Please complete the form below and send or bring to the Church Office with  

your check payable to “FCCH” and note Poinsettias in the memo line. Deadline for orders is 

Sunday, November 19. If you have any questions, call the Church Office (330) 650-4048. 

 Name: ______________________________________    Phone: _____________________ 

 In memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 

 In honor of: _______________________________________________________________ 

 Number of Poinsettias ________ x $22.00  Total Payment $____________ 

 Mark if you intend to take your plant after service on Poinsettia Sunday, December 17:  TAKE_____  LEAVE_____ 
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Advent Devotionals  
“Watch, pay attention, stay wide awake, for the hour is coming . . . .”—Mark 13:35 

"Jesus says, “Watch!” So check yours often this season. (With your heads up, please.) And 

may these devotions help you to tell time truly: to feel your pulse, find the way, scan the skies, 

and count your steps on your way to God, who is even now finding a way to you, in flesh and 

blood and time."—Mary Luti, from the Introduction 

Watch: 2017 Advent Devotional is a unique collection of devotions that includes an insightful scripture 

verse and prayer for each day of Advent. Begins December 3 (first Sunday of Advent) and continues 

through Christmas Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Advent Devotions will be available in the workroom during the week and on the  

Adult Ed table after worship beginning Sunday, November 26.  

 

2018 Winter Women's Bible Study  

Inviting all WOMEN to Save the Date and Mark your Calendars! 

Starting January 3, 2018, Wednesday afternoons: 12:30 - 2:00 pm OR Wednesday evenings: 6:45-8:15 pm 

Invite a friend and join us as we gather to deepen our faith using Beth Moore's brand new six-week 

study "The Quest".  Look for sign ups and more details to follow in December! 

 

InterFaith Working Group 

Interested in Buddhism? 

There are, perhaps, few subjects that spark as much interest as Buddhism. Since its origin in the 7th 

Century BC, Buddhism has spread throughout the world (especially Asia). By some accounts, its 

followers/practitioners exceed 400 million. Despite its popularity, for many, questions about Buddhism 

remain unanswered. For example, is it a religion or a philosophy? With five distinct main sects, Buddhism 

presents its practitioners with a wide range of practice options. But at the same time, Buddhism may be 

one of the more simple ideologies to embrace:  Live simply, love yourself, eliminate wanting what you do 

not have and happiness will follow.  

The Interfaith Working Group, in its November meeting, will discuss the concept of “faith” in Buddhism. 

The Group will be aided in that discussion by a local Buddhist monk. 

For more information, and to reserve your seat, send an email to IFWG.HudsonUCC@gmail.com. 

 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

mailto:IFWG.HudsonUCC@gmail.com
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MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
CONFIRMATION - Things are really humming along with our fourteen confirmands 

and their mentors. We hope you are finding opportunities to spend quality time togeth-

er, exploring the modules and getting to know one another. Meetings will be held     

November 5 and December 3. Remember to set up a meeting spot with your mentor so 

that you may attend church together at 10:30. Afterwards, you can go right to the Youth 

Room (new location!) where lunch is always provided. We’ll be talking about the Bible, 

so be sure to bring yours. Please contact Callie with any questions or concerns.  

D&D - November is shaping up to be a great month for D&D. After you brave the cold 

on your walk from the middle school, head right up to the Youth Room and warm up 

with snacks, games and discussions. We meet every Wednesday, right after school in the Youth Room. 

Friends are always welcome so bring a buddy to share the fun. Remember: no school means NO D&D on 

Wednesday, November 22. Have a Happy Thanksgiving!!   

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

IMPACT NOVEMBER SCHEDULE ~ Sunday, 6-7:30 pm 

 November 5: What’s your Rep? Everyone has a reputation… What’s yours?   

 November 12: Bad Choices Make Good Stories… This week at Impact we will be 

   talking about the choices we make and how they affect our lives.  

 November 19: Words don’t hurt, they are just words, right??? We will be dis-

   cussing this question and how our words affect us and others.  

 November 26: Have you ever prayed and felt like your prayer fell on deaf ears? 

   Join us as we talk about prayer and some of the misconceptions that 

   go along with it.  

Our High School Students had an amazing time at the retreat. We laughed, played, ate, ran, talked, 

jumped and most importantly grew closer as an Impact Family!  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
Gennesaret - Don’t miss the opportunity to serve at Gennesaret this month on Saturday, November 4. 

We serve from 9-2:30. This is a great opportunity for all of our youth, both middle and high school as well 

as confirmands and their mentors. Please contact Mr. Wells (jeffreylwells@gmail.com) or Mr. Hooker 

(mrscotthooker@yahoo.com) with questions or to sign up.  

Findley Fall Family Harvest Dinner - Thursday, November 16; 4:15 - 7:30 pm. A great chance to 

meet some of the Findley students and their families. Volunteers will help with set up, greeting the students 

and families, work in the arts and crafts room, help with clean up and just hang out and have fun.  If you inter-

ested in serving at the Findley Fall Family Harvest Dinner, email Jeff Wells at jeffreylwells@gmail.com.  

Youth Ministries  

 

mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
mailto:mrscotthooker@yahoo.com
mailto:mrscotthooker@yahoo.com
mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
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Children’s Ministries 

Live Nativity On the Hudson Green 

Sunday, December 3 ~ 12-5:00 pm! 

 

 

All Aboard the Polar Express! 

. 

Advent Wreath Making 

Join us for a fun day of candle dipping and wreath making! 

Sunday, November 19; 2-4:00 pm 

2nd - 5th graders 

Located in the Activity Room.  Please wear old clothes and shoes. 

 Join us for crafts, snacks and activities celebrating this 

time for Thanks and Giving! 

 

Sunday, November 19; 2-4:00 pm … Fellowship Hall 

All T3-1st graders are welcome! 

mailto:kmorgan@hudsonurr.org
http://www.hudsonucc.org/children/polar-express/?view=mobile
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 At the beginning of November, the UCC national office will present a three 

day liturgical workshop at the church house in downtown Cleveland. I have been 

asked to be one of the leaders of this workshop. One might wonder why the national 

office would be interested in hosting such an event. After all, there is no UCC hierar-

chy which can impose any doctrine or worship format on an individual UCC con-

gregation. They are free to worship however they wish. 

 But we have found some compelling reasons why this workshop needs to 

take place. The United Church of Christ does not exist in a vacuum and as one of the 

world’s newest Christian expressions of faith (founded in 1957), its foundation is 

based on both the Congregational and Evangelical and Reformed Churches. The 

Evangelical and Reformed Churches are rooted in the Protestant Reformation in Europe, while the Con-

gregational Church is mainly centered around the ideas of nonconforming protestants during the Puritan 

Reformation of the Church of England.  

 The Reformation is a complicated historical movement which unfolded over 130 years ago and in-

cluded many reformers such as Luther, Hus, Calvin, Wycliffe, Zwingli and others. During this time, many 

“denominations” emerged, some maintaining certain liturgical elements of contemporary worship and 

other not. However, there was general agreement that a typical worship service would include some or all 

of the following: Some form of communal prayer, a psalm, preaching, offertory (collection for the poor), 

music (in many cases), Scripture and in most places, Communion.  Luther, in fact, was a proponent of 

weekly communion and even wrote a book of communion hymns. 

 Of course, Christian worship had been going on for 1500 years before the Reformation and had 

codified certain liturgical principles that are observed in many Christian denominations even to this day. 

We, at First Congregational Church of Hudson, are one of those churches. We celebrate the Word weekly 

and Communion at least once a month, and our regular weekly services follow a general liturgical outline 

that has been in existence since the time of Justin Martyr (140 A.D.) 

 What the national office has come to realize is that perhaps many members of the UCC, both secu-

lar and ordained, could use a refresher in liturgical history and praxis. We are also going to offer some al-

ternative worship ideas (eleven fifty-nine would qualify as “an alternative worship idea”!). What liturgists 

call ritual studies is really a very human act, one in which we engage many times daily. And there is 

something special about the way Christian ritually gather on Sundays that is both the renewal of our faith 

(the sharing together of Word and Sacrament) and the energizer of our faith (going forth and sharing the 

good news).  

 Following this national liturgical event, we will get the word out as to what is happening next (we 

don’t even know that!). Stay tuned …  

See you in church! 

Tom 

Music Ministries 

Mark your calendar for these upcoming Women’s Ministry events! 

Shoebox Ministry ~ Come to Fellowship Hall Saturday, November 18 at 9:00 am to pack shoeboxes for Opera-

tion Christmas Child or pick up empty shoeboxes and a shopping list from the workroom before that day and fill 

it on your own.  

Christmas Luncheon at Laurel Lake ~ Wednesday, December 6; 11:30 am appetizers, 12:00 noon lunch with pro-

gram right after with the Laurel Lake Encore Chorale. Cost: $16.00, your check will be your reservation. Mission: 

Please bring an unwrapped child’s toy or gift to donate to OPEN M. RSVP by Monday, December 4. 

CUPS (Christian Unity Prayer Service) ~ Thursday, January 18, 2018. This annual community wide event will 

be held at our church.  Details will be available in future announcements. 
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Health Ministries 

He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and 

knowledge to those who have understanding; ~Daniel 2:21 

 Change. That one word can create a world of emotions for many of us. As I was 

growing up I think I looked forward to change: a new school year, new fashions, snow-

falls, summer days, my children growing up and job opportunities. Today it seems like a 

lot of the changes in my world are a bit overwhelming. It becomes a challenge to see the 

positive aspects in a transforming world.  

 So when I visited my mom in her new Assisted Living facility last week, I stood in the doorway and 

looked around at the huge, beautiful, sparkling pumpkin on the entrance table. It had “Welcome” written all 

over it. It made me smile. As I made my way to my mom’s room, I was greeted by two “young” ladies who in-

formed me that my mom was with her new friends in the “pub” having tea. I smiled again-my mom had girl-

friends!  

 The daylight hours are getting shorter, there is a chill in the air, and the leaves are falling, but instead of 

thinking about how we dread letting go of the long, warm summer days, make an effort to think about beauti-

ful fall colors and excited children writing Christmas lists. Try some of the pumpkin and cinnamon flavored 

foods and drinks. Watch as snowflakes and frost paint your windows and marvel at God’s amazing talent. 

Look forward to family and friends sharing a Thanksgiving dinner or volunteer at a food kitchen to enjoy the 

smiling faces of truly grateful families.  

 Good health is accepting the things we cannot change. Positive health changes like a decrease in resting 

heartrate, lower blood pressure, reducing pain and stress can come from changing your outlook to a positive 

one. Make applesauce, send a card just to say hi, learn to crochet or knit, build a birdhouse, relax at a yoga 

class. Enjoy each season we are blessed with and appreciate the moment-your body will thank you.  

In His Name, 

Kathy 

November/December FYI (Feeling Young Inside) will be November 26 at Hud-

son High School auditorium at 2:00 pm for a presentation of the Nutcracker pre-

sented by the Hudson Conservatory of Ballet. Following the performance there 

will be an FYI “Nutcracker Sweets” appetizer gathering at FCCH in Fellowship 

Hall. 

 

Blood Pressure Clinic will be November 19 following the 9 and 10:30 services. 

Note: this is a change from the usual second Sunday clinic.  

 

The annual hiking/walking reunion brunch will take place November 20 at 10:30 am 

in Fellowship Hall. Please contact kyeakley@hudsonucc.org to confirm your reserva-

tion. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+2%3A21&version=ESV
mailto:kyeakley@hudsonucc.org
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First Connect 

First Connect, the digital ministry of First Congregational Church of Hudson, provides virtual worship and growth 

opportunities to those who cannot get to a physical church.  

There is a lot going on in the virtual world of First Connect! For more information about any of the below 

updates, please email Emily Lopick at emilylopick@firstconnect.org.  

• Facebook Live: In May, we started streaming our 10:30 and 11:59 services on Facebook. This 

has tripled our digital reach every Sunday! When you see the livestream in your feed, please 

like, love, share and comment. 

• Weekly Email: We are now offering a weekly email that includes bulletins for our livestreams 

and updates. Would you like to receive? Please email Emily.   

• Audio Updates: We will be making updates to our sound equipment to further improve the 

quality of both in and out of the sanctuary. 

• Video Volunteers: Do you enjoy video and photography? We would love to have you on our 

livestream video team. Training is easy and you choose what shifts you would like to take 

based on your availability. 

• Assisted Living Facilities: We are currently working with a number of assisted living and 

nursing home facilities who watch our services via our livestream and archives. Do you or a 

family member live in this setting? Let us know! 

Lights! Camera! Action!: We were in the television studio over the summer, shooting video for our first 

round of digital Bible studies! We are very excited about this new addition and can’t wait to share. Do you 

have a topic you would like to see covered in a virtual Bible study? Please share your thoughts. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Rev. Steve Hockstra filming segments for digital Bible studies.  

   

mailto:emilylopick@firstconnect.org
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Missions and Outreach 

Gennesaret’s “Home Run for the Homeless”, Thursday, November 23, needs 

15-20 volunteers to pass out water to runners along the route. If you are interested in 

starting off your Thanksgiving Day with a good deed, contact Doug Bowser at bow-

ser.douglas@gmail.com. Gennesaret, located at 419 W. Exchange Street, Akron, is a soup kitch-

en where FCCH middle school youth volunteer monthly and is supported by the Mission Board.  

Fourth Annual Family Harvest Dinner at Findley Community Learning 

Center. The staff and teachers LOVE getting our Findley school families together to 

“build community.” Once again, Team Findley is hosting a Harvest Dinner on Thursday, 

November 16 from 5:00-7:00 pm at the school for students and their families. Buchtel 

High School Culinary students will prepare and serve the feast for 600! With over two 

dozen country flags draping the entrance of Findley School representing students’ homelands, this event brings 

cultures from all over the world together sharing in the family spirit of the American Thanksgiving.  

Here’s how you can help:  

Volunteer to help set up, serve, or clean up on the day of the event. Sign up at the Outreach Information 

Center or email Jane Penny at pennyfam@aol.com. 

Sponsor a family of four for $25 (or perhaps several families).   

         To make a donation: -Visit the Outreach Information Center at church Sunday mornings 

    -Send a check to the church, payable to FCCH, Memo: Findley Harvest Dinner 

                                         -Go to MyFCCH and make a donation online.  Thank you!  

It is a wonderful way to share the gratitude of Thanksgiving with our mission partner, Findley CLC in 

North Hill, Akron. 

Findley Family Weekend Food Project: Volunteers are needed to pack bags with food for Findley stu-

dents on Wednesdays from 5:30-7:30 on November 8,15, 29 and December 6,13, and 20. The Good Samaritan 

Hunger Center is partnering with the Akron Canton Food Bank to provide each student with a bag of food once 

a month. Findley Community Learning Center is located at 65 West Tallmadge Ave. Akron. If interested, please 

email Jane Penny at pennyfam@aol.com. 

Christmas Angel Tree: Once again this year, we have the opportunity to help make Christmas a little 

brighter for the children at Findley Community Learning Center. Starting on Sunday, November 26, please vis-

it the Christmas tree in Fellowship Hall where you can select a tag identifying the age of the student and a few 

gift suggestions.  Unwrapped gifts can be dropped off at the church no later than Sunday, December 17.  

OPEN M Holiday Baskets: This year, our church will be donating 210 boxes of tissues for OPEN M’s annu-

al Holiday Baskets. Please drop any size box of tissues in the Collection Center in the church’s main hallway by 

Sunday, Nov. 26. Thank you! 

November Trinity Clothing & Household – fall & winter clothing, outerwear, shoes needed 
Located just four blocks from Findley CLC, Trinity provides support for the families of Findley students, 

including older and younger siblings, and extended family. 

Please place your donations in the blue bin by the coat rack or the wooden cabinet in the stairwell. Thank you! 

• New and gently used socks and underwear for all ages and sizes 

• Fall & winter coats, jackets, boots & shoes: children’s, men’s and women’s sizes 

• Hats, gloves, mittens, scarves for everyone 

• Jeans for men (especially smaller sizes) 

• Long sleeved casual shirts, sweatshirts, sweat pants for all ages and sizes 

• Preschool and Toddler clothing, sizes 2T - 5 

• Full, Queen, or King blankets, sheets, comforters, quilts, sleeping pillows and pillowcases 

• Towels and washcloths, bath rugs 

Many thanks, your donations are appreciated so much!!! 

Questions? Please contact Sandy Miller at sandyXD91@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

mailto:bowser.douglas@gmail.com
mailto:bowser.douglas@gmail.com
mailto:pennyfam@aol.com
mailto:pennyfam@aol.com
mailto:sandyXD91@gmail.com
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am Worship 
Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 

services at our website and Facebook Live 

  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 
www.hudsonucc.org 

CLERGY 

The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor of Youth & Adult Ed 
 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator 

Amy Baldwin, Youth Ministry Assistant 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 

Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach 

Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  

Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect 
 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

The Rev. Janet Ross, Mission for Haiti/Amistad Chapel 

 
 
 
 

LIKE US at  
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”  

Comment & SHARE! 

As we look ahead to this Thanksgiving, we might note of several different ways our Church 

celebrated Thanksgiving in the past.  In 1897, the Church held a Thanksgiving Day service and 

invited all the other churches in Hudson to participate.  In 1916, the Sentinels, a teenage boys 

class led by Paul Teas, distributed baskets of fruit to shut-in people on Thanksgiving and on 

Christmas day as well.  In 1985, in response to a request by the Friends (Quaker) Church in 

Boston Heights, the Mission Board sent thirty-five small appliances as Thanksgiving gifts to 

flood victims in West Virginia.  Frank Manak, Church Historian 
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WEDDING ~ Congratulations to: 

      Sandy Covault and Mike Silvestro on their marriage September 16. 

BAPTISM ~ Congratulations to: 

 Amy (Duffy) and Stephen Araps on the baptism of daughter, Elizabeth Mae Araps September 

24, 2017.  Proud grandparents include Jan and Dave Duffy. 

 Jeff and Kelly Carlson on the baptism of son, Jack Richard Carlson October 22, 2017.  Proud 

grandparents include Larry and Heather Carlson. 

DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to: 

 Mark and Debbie Stratis and family on the death of Mark’s mother, Carolyn Stratis in August.  

 The family and friends of Robert Merritt, Jr. (husband of Jan Merritt) on his death September 16. 

 Alexis and Bill Etchell on the death of Alexis’ mother, Mary Gergely on September 25. 

Donna and David Zuro, Heather, David, Drew and Courtney Heller on the recent death of Don-

na’s brother, Allen Smith. 

Vivian Norman on the death of her husband, Alfred Norman on September 29. 

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:  

Rhea Bowen, Joan Buchanan, Nancy Christensen, Grace Lewis, Ed Lutz, JoAnn Pope,  

Jack Spelman, Dorothy Van Buskirk 

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson 

THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Martha Crichton, Doris Hill 

CARDINAL VILLAGE: Dick and Corky Buhler 

ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson 

http://www.hudsonucc.org/
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The Micah Project – Debuting Lent 2018 

Do Justice ● Love Mercy ● Walk Humbly 

  

We will be embarking on something new and different this Lenten season! The Micah Project is a  

five-week journey of transformation focusing on the principles mentioned in Micah 6:8: 

  

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you  

but to do justice, and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 

  

There will be much more information coming soon – but here are a few ways you can prepare now: 

  

  1.   We are currently looking for co-leaders of small groups – a key aspect of the Micah  

   Project. For more information, contact Steve Hockstra. 

 

  2. Save the date to attend a service on Sunday, January 7, 2018 – for the official launch. 

 

  3. Familiarize yourself with Micah 6:8 – the foundation of the project. 

  

Other questions? Contact Steve Hockstra: shockstra@hudsonucc.org 
 

mailto:shockstra@hudsonucc.org

